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ABSTRACT

Technology driven solutions are changing the landscape of our practice settings where
nurses can and need to be the trendsetters. If nurses understand and are informed, nurses
can make the difference in guiding their futures. Nurses will be able to embrace technology
rather than letting the technology use them. We have to “tame the tiger now” or lose our
practice and ourselves. Both the valuing and ultimate survival of the profession hangs in
jeopardy if nurses and nursing do not. As multiple information and communication
technology (ICT) projects involving the launch and realization of Electronic Health Records
(EHRs) move forward at both the provincial and national levels, RNs are being invited to
participate as key stakeholders at health data and technology standard’s policy tables. This
presentation will demonstrate how nurses participating at the health data and technology
standard’s policy table will support nursing and nurse’s futures. The presentation will
highlight a nurse’s experience at the policy table and share the:

e importance of nurses and nursing influencing data and technology standards at the
policy table,

¢ relevance of health data and technology standards to nursing practice, patient safety
and clinical outcomes, and

e role of nurses and nursing informatics in the design strategy and implementation of
EHRs.
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