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ABSTRACT

Access to, and integration of, timely, relevant, and evidence-based information at the point
of care is challenging for health care professionals in an emergency department (ED).
Disparities are also apparent among practitioners in isolated or rural practice settings versus
those in acute, tertiary care facilities. The busy and unpredictable nature of an ED does not
readily provide an optimal environment for learning or knowledge sharing related to care
issues other than those immediately at hand. Instructional and informational technologies
provide an alternative to the traditional face-to-face interactions ameliorating issues of
practice location, accessibility, and convenience.

An interdisciplinary, pediatric emergency care, online learning environment was developed
to support learning and knowledge sharing amongst rural and urban emergency health care
professionals in Nova Scotia. An online needs assessment was used to inform the content
for the learning environment. Learning modules developed by content experts and an
electronic discussion board were used to facilitate the learning and knowledge sharing
process. Descriptive analysis of participation rates, content analysis of transcripts from
asynchronous dialogue, and comparison of pre/post test scores will be conducted to
evaluate effectiveness of the learning environment. This paper will present preliminary
results of data analysis.
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