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ABSTRACT

The University of Ontario Institute of Technology (UOIT) is Ontario’s first university utilizing
a “web-centric approach” to teaching and learning. The School of Health Science at UOIT
coupled with Durham College’s (DC) School of Health and Human Studies requires that all
collaborative nursing students bring a laptop computer to classes and labs.

The increasingly complex and changing nature of health care impacts on the ways nursing is
practiced, and more significantly the on the need for access to current information in the
clinical setting. Nurses increasingly work in environments that employ the latest information
and communication technology (ICT) to research, administer, and deliver health care to
clients. It is important for the graduates of nursing programs to be competent with the
technology that is embedded in their nursing environments and to demonstrate leadership
as technology evolves even closer to the bedside and to the point-of-care. The current
“web-centric approach” to nursing education at DC-UOIT has been expanded to include a
pilot project which brings PDAs (personal digital assistants) to the point-of-care. This pilot
project is meant to extend the scholarship of teaching to further build the bridge between
teaching and learning in technology and nursing.

Using the preliminary findings from this pilot project the presenters will describe the impact
of PDAs at the point-of-care on risk and harm statistics (specifically preparedness for
medication administration), and the impact of PDAs on the students’ time management and
decision-making in the clinical setting. Data collected from the pilot project will be shared
along with the most recent literature on teaching with PDAs in a clinical setting. Conclusions
will focus on the lessons learned using PDAs at the point-of-care and their impact on
students’ perceptions of their impact on self-efficacy.
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