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ABSTRACT

The use of information structures, information technology and communication systems has
become ubiquitous within today’s health-care system. Given that information plays such a
vital role in nursing, nurses in clinical, administration, education and research practice must
make efficient use of information in their efforts to improve patient-care processes (Travis &
Brennan, 1998). This ongoing process of incorporating information and communication
technologies into practice has affected nursing in several ways. Nurses have recognized, as
have all health-care professionals, that practitioners need specific technological and
information-management skills and knowledge if they are to make effective use of
information and of the systems that provide access to the information. It is important for
nurses at the beginning of their careers to develop a sense of the opportunities that
information technology offers as well as the obligations that it imposes.

By including nursing informatics (NI) as part of the requisite entry-level nursing
competencies, we can help to nurture a technologically and information management aware
and responsive nursing culture. My proposed presentation is based on the work I undertook
for a major essay, which was partial requirement for the MSN degree program. In this work
I explored information technology and its relationship with nursing practice in an effort to
identify the nursing informatics competencies necessary for entry-level clinical practice, and
make recommendations with respect to nursing education and the development of curricula.
In addition to an overview of this exploration, suggested revisions to the current NI
definition, conceptual framework and competencies currently in the public purview will be
presented.
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