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Presentation Objectives

• What is a PDA?
• What are electronic resources?
• How can we use them in nursing education?
• What are the differences between using paper 

resources and electronic resources?
• What are the benefits to electronic resources?
• What pitfalls have been identified?



What are e-resources?

• E-books
• E-book resources
• Interactive suites

o Unbound Medicine
o Elsevier
o Pepid
o Skyscape
o Lexi-Comp



Literature – E-resources

• Innovative
• Interactive
• Interesting
• Accessible
• Affordable
• Limitations



How can we use e-resources in 
nursing education?

• Reading assignments
• Testing and grading
• Classroom activities
• Independent research

A new way of learning…



What is a PDA?

• Small, handheld, electronic device
o Provides instant access to tools



What does the literature say 
about the use of PDAs in 
healthcare?

• Deficit of resources
• Standard for all healthcare professionals:

o Safety and security
o Ease of access
o Resources at your fingertips

• As necessary as a stethoscope
• Comfort must be achieved before 

professional practice ie. In education.



Advantages of Using PDA’s in 
Healthcare

• Efficient use of time
• Compact
• Increases 

confidence
• Patient 

education 
• Patient safety
• Autonomy 



Advantages of Using PDA’s 
for the student

• Access – 24/7
• Portability – always on them, no weight 

involved, pocket sized
• One stop shop
• Cross-indexing 
• Interactive classrooms
• Familiarity with technology
• Getting with the times



Challenges of Using PDA’s in 
Healthcare

• Main categories
o Security
o Infection control
o Management
o IT

• Implementing technology to enhance 
learning

• Framework for technology implementation



PDAs and Nursing Central

Choosing a suite



Nursing Central

• http://nursing.unboundmedicine.com/unbound/ub

http://nursing.unboundmedicine.com/unbound/ub


PDA Homepage



Davis’s Drug Guide



Drug Monograph



Cross-indexing



Diseases and Disorders (3rd ed.)



Davis’s Lab & 
Diagnostic Tests (2nd ed.)



Taber’s 21st Ed.



Medline Journals



Journal example



Article Citation



PDA’s in a Nursing Program
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Study Objectives

• Identification of student preferred mobile 
electronic devices

• Difficulties encountered in purchasing and 
accessing software

• Did the students actually use the 
resources? 

• Was student learning supported by these 
resources?



Methodology

• Questionnaire 
• Sample - demographics
• Timing of questionnaires

o Pre and during clinical
o Post clinical



Identification of student preferred 
mobile electronic devices (n=36)

62%
16% 
3%
5%

14%

< 6 mth
6-12 mth
13-18 mth 
19-24 mth
> 25 mth 

How long have you had your 
mobile electronic device?

69% 
24% 
30%
3%

iTouch 
Blackberry 
Laptop 
Palm pilot 

What type of mobile electronic 
data storage device do you own?

60%
72%
31%
22%
50%
28%
11%
5%
3%

Contact information
Wireless access
Calendar 
Storage 
Nursing Central website 
Note taking
Music 
Phone 
Other

How do you use your mobile 
electronic storage device?

91%
6%
3%

Yes
No
Don’t know

Does you mobile electronic device 
have internet access?



Features of PDA’s
The Pros and Cons

• Benefits
o Accessibility to 

information at any time
o Portability

• Pitfalls
o Battery life
o Awkward to use
o Too complicated
o Availability of internet 

access



Purchasing and Accessing
Platform and Suite

• Cost
• Choosing a platform
• Technical difficulties
• Other



Resources Utilized
(Percentage of Students)Resource Classroom

Lab (n=42)
During clinical

(n=33)

Drug Guide 10 79

Lab
Diagnostics 7 61

Nursing Diagnosis 5 52

Diseases/ Disorders 10 36

Dictionary 5 15



Support of Learning

24%
8%

68%

Agree
Disagree
Neutral

Do you feel Nursing Central resources support your 
learning?



Implementation

Incorporating PDA’s into your curriculum

‘Technology should not be used for the sake of playing with 
technology but to enhance the learning experiences in ways 
that could not be the same without it.’
Weiner (2008)



• Review of available suites
• Selection of device
• Faculty education
• Student education
• IT support

A Structured Approach



Benefits of implementation

• Why it should be a requirement
o Scholarship money
o Motivation
o Current technology
o Transition into clinical practice
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